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This video video discusses the concept of deliberative democracy, which emphasizes the importance
of deliberation over traditional support/opposition aggregation in democratic governance.
Proponents advocate for a political process that includes relevant voices, mutual respect, and
consensus-building to enhance legitimacy and decision-making quality.

There has been significant debate since the 1990s about how to practically implement deliberative
democracy, particularly regarding the inclusion of everyday citizens in political discussions. While
empirical studies show that citizens often do not engage in political conversations as envisioned in
the theoretical model, there remains a normative argument for their inclusion.

The authors of the text investigate the attitudes towards political conversation, suggesting that these
attitudes are influenced by political dispositions (interest and party identification), social
dispositions (need for belonging, social trust), and the context of interactions (different conversation
partners and disagreement levels). Using data from a study in Mannheim, Germany, they find that
only about one-third of respondents enjoy discussing politics in unconditional settings, with
preferences being stronger among close ties than acquaintances.

Furthermore, negative attitudes toward political discussions increase with the introduction of
disagreement. While political interest is a key factor in fostering positive attitudes, social
dispositions play a significant role. Overall, the findings indicate that most people prefer to avoid
political discussions, underscoring the need to view political conversations as social relationships
rather than solely political acts. Consequently, as deliberative democracy relies on citizen
engagement, it must consider that many citizens may not be inclined to participate actively in
political discussions.
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