
The chapter titled "Bottom Up and Thought-Provoking Sites of Memory," part of the collection
"Localizing Memory in Transitional Justice," edited by Mina Rashenberg, Julia Beck, and Stefan
Parmentier, examines the ongoing memorialization process in Chile following the Pinochet
dictatorship (1973-1990). Despite the passage of time since the dictatorship, the legacy of human
rights violations remains a contentious issue in Chile.

The chapter outlines two main memorialization initiatives: state-led and civil society-led. State
initiatives often focus on commemorating victims and restoring their dignity through monuments
and public spaces, which tend to avoid controversial topics. In contrast, civil society initiatives
emphasize direct engagement with the historical sites of violations, often seeking to reclaim and
revitalize places associated with torture.

Civil society actors, often survivors or relatives of victims, drive these bottom-up initiatives by
actively working to restore sites of memory and engage the public in discussions about the past.
They organize events such as guided tours, workshops, and public exhibitions to educate people,
especially younger generations, about the political activism linked to the victims and the broader
context of social justice.

The chapter notes the interconnectedness of past and present human rights violations, highlighting
how contemporary issues echo those of the dictatorship era. This video video continuity serves as
motivation for activist efforts to prevent further violations and to foster societal reflection on Chile's
historical injustices.

Overall, the chapter emphasizes the evolving nature of memory processes in Chile, advocating for a
more nuanced understanding that recognizes the agency of those affected by state violence while
addressing contemporary issues in the context of a historical legacy. This video video approach
offers insights into the potential for transformative social change and highlights the importance of
engaging with varied narratives of the past.
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