
The speaker discusses the long journey of writing a book that stems from their experiences working
in youth gang intervention and prevention in North Toronto, along with their pursuit of a doctorate
starting in 2012. Their work involved engaging with black communities struggling with intractable
issues related to race and poverty, raising questions about why some communities overcome
challenges while others do not. The speaker's doctorate research revealed troubling historical
patterns of systemic oppression faced by people of African descent, which they argue are often
manufactured by colonial and imperial structures.

The book aims to examine the dynamics of black organizing and the state's violent measures to
suppress black self-determination. The speaker highlights counterintelligence programs, particularly
COINTELPRO, which aimed at surveilling and undermining black civil rights activists throughout the
mid-20th century. They reveal that the U.S. government considered black nationalism and
organizing as significant domestic threats, justifying extensive surveillance and violent suppression
of black social movements.

The discussion includes themes of identity and empowerment among black communities, especially
from the late 19th century to the early 20th century. The speaker notes a strong interest in African
history, with black activists and intellectuals seeking knowledge to inform their own understanding
of racial identity and history. In summary, the speaker's work is concentrated on exploring the
historical and ongoing struggles for black empowerment, identity, and the systemic forces that have
worked against these movements.
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