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The speaker discusses their research on the topic of genocide in the context of the Ukraine conflict,
noting the complex legal definitions and implications. Initially surprised to be asked to write about
this issue so early in the war, the speaker conducted limited research, finding few official documents
but much NGO and media reporting on atrocities in Ukraine. They highlight the difficulty in
establishing whether actions meet the threshold for genocide, which requires a specific intent to
destroy a protected group, as defined by the 1948 Genocide Convention.

The speaker emphasizes that the term "genocide" is often misused, even by prominent figures, and
distinguishes the legal definition from common usage, pointing out that it applies strictly to national,
ethnic, racial, or religious groups—not political ones. They explain that proving genocidal intent is
incredibly challenging, evidenced by past legal cases.

Discussing the legal consequences of genocide allegations, the speaker mentions obligations for
states to prevent genocide, the right for states to take violators to the International Court of Justice,
and individual criminal responsibility for participating in genocide.

The speaker acknowledges the accusations of genocide against Russia and the complexities of the
situation, especially regarding children's welfare and Russian adoption policies. Ultimately, they
caution against hastily labeling acts as genocide, suggesting that these actions could be categorized
instead as war crimes or crimes against humanity and pointing out that important legal avenues
exist to pursue justice without necessarily invoking the term "genocide."
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