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The speaker, a former general counsel for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, discusses the
complexities of executive power in relation to independent regulatory commissions and the
president. He reflects on his experiences in the 1970s when addressing issues of executive privilege
and the independence of regulatory agencies, particularly in light of a legislative proposal he
received that excluded independent commissions from the benefits of executive privilege.

He cites the historical context of executive authority from the time of the Civil War and explores how
different Supreme Court decisions have shaped the relationship between the president and
independent agencies, often highlighting a tension between the president's authority and the
autonomy of agency officials. He argues that the Constitution provides significant discretion to
Congress in establishing government agencies and specifies the parameters of agency authority.

The speaker also critiques recent conservative movements, such as Project 2025, which aim to
increase presidential power over federal agencies, and raises concerns about the potential for
autocratic governance in the U.S. as authority shifts toward presidential control at the expense of
checks and balances. He uses historical examples, such as Andrew Jackson's presidency, to illustrate
how executive overreach can lead to significant political repercussions.

Throughout his talk, he emphasizes the importance of robust judicial review and the necessity of
maintaining the integrity of the regulatory process to ensure that agency decisions remain
accountable and that the public interest is served. He concludes by cautioning against the erosion of
democratic norms and the role of law in preventing presidential overreach.
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