
This video video discusses the impact of Pennsylvania's clemency process, particularly focusing on
the case of Reginald McFadden, who was sentenced to life without parole (LWOP) but was later
granted commutation. McFadden's release in 1994 led to a series of violent crimes, prompting
concerns in the state about the commutation process, which saw a significant decline in approvals
following his release.

The speaker compares McFadden's case to that of Willie Horton, whose crimes during a weekend
furlough in Massachusetts affected political campaigning and public perception of parole. As a result
of McFadden's actions, Pennsylvania politicians changed the clemency process, adding a victim
advocate to the Board of Pardons and creating a requirement for unanimous votes for future
commutations.

Despite these changes, the text points out that broader systemic issues remain in assessing
candidates for commutation. McFadden's release illustrated flaws in evaluating inmate rehabilitation
and character, leading to fear and skepticism about granting future commutations. Reflections on
McFadden's behavior after his release reveal a lack of true rehabilitation, as he quickly reverted to
criminal activity.

The speaker emphasizes the need for reform in the commutation process, including suggestions for
legislative changes to allow for fairer evaluations, provisions for lifers to achieve parole, and a more
transparent system. Additionally, there's a focus on the importance of acknowledging the victims of
crime and the society's responsibility to those incarcerated. The discourse also highlights the
ongoing struggle against racial stereotypes in the criminal justice system and the persistent
challenge of ensuring fairness and equity in clemency proceedings.
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