
The speaker discusses the importance of indigenous language revitalization, particularly in the
context of Cree culture and identity. They emphasize that language and culture are intertwined and
essential for individual and community identity. The speaker shares their personal experience of
learning the Cree language at home, despite attending a day school where the language was not
spoken.

They highlight the historical impact of residential schools and governmental policies aimed at
assimilating Indigenous peoples, which attempted to erase indigenous identities and languages. The
speaker stresses the need for communities to reclaim and teach their languages, especially to
younger generations, in order to preserve culture and identity.

They also point out that language education should be culturally appropriate and delivered by those
who are genuinely knowledgeable about the culture, warning against cultural appropriation. The
speaker calls for an education system that respects and incorporates indigenous perspectives,
instead of imposing standardized, western methodologies. They conclude by reaffirming the vital
connection between language and cultural identity, advocating for a future where indigenous
knowledge and languages are celebrated and preserved.
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