
This video video outlines a project focused on the migration experiences of ordinary people from
Malawi, emphasizing the significance of migration in shaping the nation's history and its often
overlooked role in African labor migrations. The author aims to produce a book that highlights how
Malawian migrants have influenced cultures and societies beyond their country's borders,
particularly during the colonial and post-colonial periods.

The research incorporates both colonial archival studies and oral history interviews with returned
migrants, capturing their personal stories and the broader socio-economic dynamics at play. The
author notes that most historical accounts of migration highlight movements to South Africa,
whereas migrations to Zimbabwe have been more common among Malawians.

The discussion spans multiple aspects, including the historical context of Malawi as a British colony,
the nature of labor migration, and the challenges and opportunities faced by Malawian migrants. It
also addresses how migrants maintained connections to their home communities, the pressures this
created, and the economic contributions they made through remittances.

Women’s migration is also highlighted, detailing how many women sought better opportunities away
from rural constraints. This video video emphasizes the need to understand the historical
continuities in migration patterns in Africa and the resulting socio-political impacts, as well as the
evolving challenges faced by diasporic communities, particularly in relation to citizenship rights in
post-colonial contexts.

Overall, the author calls for a nuanced understanding of migration as a longstanding feature of
Malawian life and its broader implications across the region.
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