
This video video is a detailed account of a person's experience with horse packing and wilderness
conservation, focusing on their journey of documenting oral histories into a book. The individual,
who teaches political science at the University of Montana, shares their enthusiasm for a horse
packing class led by a well-known guide named Smoke. The guide’s expertise is highlighted,
particularly his engaging storytelling methods that captivated the narrator during their lessons
about packing gear on horses and mules.

As they delve into the project, the narrator began recording Smoke's oral history, which unfolded
over seven years and incorporated personal stories and experiences from the wilderness, including
details about events like the Canyon Creek Fire. The narrator emphasized the importance of
archiving and immersing themselves in the local wilderness history, appreciating the
interconnections between people, culture, and land.

Through their interactions, Smoke conveys the significance of wilderness conservation and the
personal connection individuals can have with nature. He shares insights from his experience as an
outfitter, highlighting the value of teaching others to appreciate and understand the wilderness.
Both individuals emphasize that wilderness should be open to everyone, aiming to inspire people to
engage with and protect these natural spaces for future generations.

The conversation also touches on the broader history of wilderness legislation in Montana, notably
the Wilderness Act of 1964, and the grassroots movements that drove the establishment of protected
areas. Overall, the text explores themes of education, storytelling, conservation, and the
transformative power of connecting with nature at a slower pace.
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