
This video video discusses a research paper addressing the housing crisis in the UK and the
European Union, highlighting a need for approximately 300,000 new homes annually in the UK
alone. Modern methods of construction (MMC), such as Structurally Insulated Panels (SIPs) and
insulated concrete forms, are presented as viable alternatives to traditional brick construction to
help meet housing demands and achieve net-zero carbon standards. The study specifically examines
the feasibility of magnesium oxide SIPs in satisfying rigorous energy performance criteria set by the
UK and EU, demonstrating that these panels can offer equal or better energy efficiency compared to
conventional methods.

Key points include:
- The urgent need for new housing to combat the current shortage.
- The potential of MMCs, particularly SIPs, to provide sustainable solutions.
- The rigorous standards for energy performance that new buildings must meet.
- The study finds that magnesium oxide SIPs can meet or exceed these standards, indicating their
robustness and efficiency.
- The proposal for government incentives and industry investment to promote MMC adoption, as
they currently represent a small fraction of UK construction.

Overall, the research advocates for modern construction methods as a solution for addressing
housing shortages while aligning with sustainability goals.
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