
This video video discusses Gregory of Tours, a bishop and historian from the city of Tours in modern-
day France, during the time of Barbarian Kings following the fall of the Roman Empire. Gregory,
who had a Roman background, is noted for his engaging writings, particularly his ten books of
histories, which blend contemporary and past events, showcasing his unique perspective on the
world. His historical works reveal a mix of personal anecdotes, gossip, and societal commentary,
contrasting with his writings on saints and miracles, which reflect a sense of wonder and a more
spiritual perspective.

Gregory's understanding of the medieval world distinguished him from modern interpretations, as
he felt closer to regions like North Africa and Syria than to places like Britain. His writings,
including a notable trial for gossiping about a queen, illustrate the potential dangers of
contemporary historical writing.

This video video emphasizes the importance of understanding historical authors within their
worldviews, cautioning against imposing modern categorizations on medieval thinkers. It advocates
for fresh examinations of historical sources to appreciate their unique perspectives and
interconnectedness across regions. Overall, it underlines the complexities of interpreting history
through the lens of an author’s lived experience and societal context.
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