
This video video is a detailed account of the author's motivations and research process behind
writing a book about the life of Clarence Three Stars, a Native American figure, in the context of the
assimilation of American Indians from the 1880s to the 1930s. The author reflects on the significant
struggles faced by Native Americans after the Indian Wars, particularly focusing on their
experiences on reservations and the pressures of assimilation.

Initially, the author intended to explore multiple individuals in different chapters but ultimately
decided to concentrate on Clarence Three Stars, whose biography could encapsulate broader themes
of Native experiences during this period. Through extensive archival research, the author details
Clarence's life, starting from his education at the Carlisle Indian School, where he faced the
challenge of balancing traditional Lakota culture with mainstream American society.

The author describes Clarence’s achievements, including his roles as a lawyer and tribal president,
while acknowledging the complexities of his life, including personal losses and struggles for tribal
rights, particularly concerning the Black Hills. Clarence is portrayed as a multifaceted character,
embodying both traditional and progressive aspects of Native identity.

This video video emphasizes the importance of recognizing everyday lives and struggles of lesser-
known individuals in American Indian history, contrasting them with more famous figures like
Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse. The author advocates for a nuanced understanding of assimilation,
highlighting that it is not a straightforward process but rather a blend of acceptance and resistance
to external cultural forces.

In conclusion, the author hopes readers will appreciate the depth of Native American history by
understanding the life of Clarence Three Stars and the broader context of his experiences, as well as
the ongoing issues faced by Native communities today.
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