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This video video recounts the author's exploration of the lives and contributions of Hap and Clara
Burke, Episcopal missionaries in Fort Yukon, Alaska. The author became acquainted with the Burkes
during research for a biography on Walter Harper, the first person to summit Denali in 1913. As part
of a master's project, the author aimed to provide a nuanced view of missionary history, often viewed
negatively.

In 2017, the grandson of the Burkes reached out to faculty at the University of Alaska, interested in
a comprehensive account of their story beyond Clara's memoir. The author took on this project,
driven by inspiration and a desire to examine archival materials and contemporary writings. They
sought to portray the Burkes as humanitarians rather than "white saviors," acknowledging the
complexity of missionary impacts, both positive and negative, on Alaska Native peoples and their
cultures.

Hap Burke followed his mentor, Archdeacon Hudson Stuck, to Alaska and dedicated his life to
improving healthcare for Indigenous communities, leading medical practices in a region lacking
hospitals. Clara cared for orphans and worked alongside Hap. The Burkes adapted their practices to
be in line with the needs and languages of the Native peoples.

This video video highlights the Burkes’ deep commitment and the positive relationships forged
within the community, emphasizing the partnership between the Burkes and local people in
healthcare efforts. However, it acknowledges that their presence also had adverse effects, as the
larger missionary narrative often dismissed Indigenous cultures and languages.

Overall, it presents a complex picture of missionary work in Alaska, noting the Burkes' dedication
while recognizing the broader implications of their actions. The narrative encourages a deeper
understanding of historical relationships and emphasizes the shared humanity that can exist across
cultural divides.
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