
In an interview discussing consumerism and its effects on China's Communist revolution, the
speaker reflects on their motivations for writing a book about this topic. They express dissatisfaction
with the conventional narrative and aim to uncover the complex role of consumerism in China's
history, particularly during the revolutionary period from 1949 to 1976.

The speaker emphasizes their research process, highlighting the importance of digital resources that
allowed them to gather a wide range of evidence showing that consumerism was indeed present
during this period, challenging the idea that it was entirely absent or marginal. They define
consumerism as a phenomenon intertwined with mass production and identity construction,
suggesting that consumer goods played a significant role in self-expression and social status.

The conversation reveals that the policies and practices of the Communist Party inadvertently led to
the emergence of inequalities and a form of state consumerism, where the focus on industrialization
and economic growth undermined the original goals of the revolution. The speaker critiques the
assumption that China's development represents a successful socialist model, arguing instead that it
reflects a variant of capitalism.

The influence of the Soviet Union is discussed, with the speaker noting that while it initially served
as a model for China's development, it also became a cautionary tale about the dangers of inequality.
The interview concludes with a call for readers to rethink the binary view of capitalism and
communism, suggesting that understanding consumerism as a broader and more nuanced
phenomenon would provide better insights into contemporary global issues.
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