
This video is a transcript detailing an interview with a professor discussing their research on the
socially constructed hierarchy of environmentalism. The conversation occurs in London on July 29th
and explores how people's relationship with the environment is influenced by their social class and
political ideology. The professor explains that despite differing views, people acknowledge the
existence of this hierarchy, often identifying an "ideal environmentalist" who engages in specific
consumer practices (like buying organic or having solar panels) that may not necessarily correlate
with a lower carbon footprint.

The analysis draws on two bodies of literature: environmental sociology, which examines public
opinion and behaviors toward environmental issues, and cultural sociology, which explores how
consumer choices reflect one's social status. The professor conducted 63 interviews in Washington
State, targeting diverse communities to understand various perspectives on environmentalism. They
identified distinct groups: eco-engaged individuals who align with the ideal, aspirational
environmentalists who admire but struggle to meet this standard, skeptics who doubt the efficacy of
individual actions, and those who resist the ideal due to its perceived limitations.

The discussion also highlights that high-status individuals often have a high carbon footprint while
those who aspire to be environmentally friendly may have lower impacts. The professor advocates
for dismantling the hierarchy to create unity in environmental efforts, emphasizing that different
relationships to the environment can be equally valid. Future research will focus on understanding
affective polarization in climate change discussions, promoting empathy and perspective-taking
among differing groups. The professor concludes with the idea that storytelling can enrich
representations of environmentalism, making it more inclusive.
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