
This video discusses a book that explores the interconnectedness of global decolonization and
international socialism, particularly in the early 20th century. It critiques traditional national
histories that treat decolonization as isolated events and emphasizes the need for a global historical
perspective that recognizes the relationships between empires and their colonies. The author argues
that the end of European empires, particularly after World War I, was driven by anti-imperialist
sentiments and the rise of international socialist movements, which were inspired by revolutionary
ideals.

The book aims to fill a gap in scholarship by presenting a history that connects these movements to
the early 20th century, highlighting how decolonization was not only a consequence of the Second
World War but also linked to earlier struggles and intellectual exchanges. It emphasizes the role of
activists and thinkers from colonized regions who engaged with socialist movements, striving for
both national liberation and social transformation.

This video also discusses the evolution of political consciousness among colonial subjects, noting a
shift towards more radical anti-colonial perspectives that recognized the need not just for
independence from foreign rule, but a fundamental transformation of the economic order. It
proposes that nationalism should be re-evaluated not merely as a reactionary force but as a potential
tool for radical left movements seeking liberation.

Overall, the book seeks to recontextualize the history of nationalism and anti-colonialism, arguing
for a more nuanced understanding that recognizes the intellectual contributions and interconnected
struggles of those in the global south.
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