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This video is a transcript of an interview discussing a book about American history, specifically the
period following independence around 1776-1777. The author, Brendan, explains his motivations for
writing the book, highlighting a gap in scholarly work about the experiences of ordinary people
during this chaotic time, particularly in relation to the interplay of politics and religion.

Brendan's research focuses on a group referred to as "the brethren," who initially formed a
movement expressing dissatisfaction with the new revolutionary leadership in North Carolina but
were later labeled a conspiracy by those in power. He emphasizes the importance of understanding
the broader social, religious, and economic context of the time, revealing that the vast majority of
the population were Protestants who had strong anti-Catholic sentiments.

The interview further explores how the American Revolution was characterized by a mix of radical
change and conservative agrarian elements, and the complex motivations behind the actions of
different social groups during this period. Brendan hopes that readers will recognize the unique role
of religion in shaping political attitudes during the revolution and the lasting divide between the
religious and non-religious factions in American society. Overall, the conversation underscores the
multifaceted nature of the revolution and aims to provide a deeper understanding of the events that
shaped the early United States.
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