
The conversation discusses the significance of masculinity in American politics, touching on its
historical neglect in political discourse, particularly given that most candidates for high office have
traditionally been men. It notes a shift in awareness since the 2016 election, where candidates like
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump made masculinity a focal point of their campaigns. Dan, the
speaker, emphasizes that masculinity isn't just a personal trait but influences political attitudes and
behaviors among voters of all demographics.

He argues that masculinity contests have defined numerous elections and that this has complex
implications, especially as societal views on masculinity evolve. The relationship between political
candidates and perceptions of masculinity varies significantly among different groups, such as by
age, education, and gender.

The discussion also highlights challenges in defining masculinity, with diverse interpretations across
political, sociological, and psychological fields. Dan's research aims to unify these perspectives to
better study how masculinity complicates and defines political interactions. He emphasizes the need
for interdisciplinary collaboration to address and measure masculinity in political contexts
effectively.

Looking ahead, he suggests future research should incorporate masculinity into discussions around
political behavior and social issues, examining its pervasive influence in various spheres of politics
and society. He concludes by calling for a more unified understanding of gender studies across
disciplines to foster better political science research.
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