
The speaker has spent 40 years studying agriculture, emphasizing the significance of understanding
the historical development of American agriculture, which made the U.S. the world's leading
agricultural producer by 1920. He initially wrote articles on various aspects of this evolution and
later compiled them into a book to advocate for recognizing the collaboration among government,
businesses, farmers, and agricultural scientists that laid the groundwork for this success.

The transformation involved a critical relationship between the U.S. Department of Agriculture and
state experiment stations, focusing on both immediate agricultural needs and establishing long-term
research infrastructures. The speaker notes the influence of the German agricultural model, which
informed U.S. practices, particularly in specialization and comparative advantages based on regional
strengths.

Key examples include efforts to address animal diseases and optimizing fertilizer use, highlighting
the need for research with long-term implications rather than just immediate solutions. By investing
in state-level research, the U.S. cultivated significant agricultural competence, allowing for
adaptability to market demands.

Post-1920, the U.S. agriculture faced challenges like overproduction and the Great Depression but
later stabilized through government subsidies. The lasting partnerships between government,
businesses, and farmers fostered economic resilience and led to continued leadership in agricultural
exports today, with U.S. food prices remaining lower relative to many other countries due to
historical investments in agricultural research and development. The speaker hopes readers will
appreciate this historical narrative upon reading his book.
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